This contention will be so new to most people that it will inevitably meet with strong resistance; not just from present supporters of the Communist
Party, but from all those defenders of Western civilisation for whom the Communist Party has been the chief target, not to mention all the memoir writers who cherish a secret nostalgia for what they like to think of as their red revolutionary days. So the tale must be carefully told. And the fi rst thing to be said is that it was not always so. The founders of the Communist Party were authentic Marxists and revolutionaries, almost all of then industrial workers, held back by the sectarian traditions of the small socialist groupings from which they came, but immensely serious in going about their political tasks.
It was their misfortune to be overwhelmed by two catastrophes, the rise of Stalinism in the Soviet Union and the events that culminated in the defeat
